Speech 16
PRESIDENT McKinley’s POLICY

FROM AN ADDRESS DELIVERED AT THE FOUNDERS’ DAY BANQUET OF THE UNION LEAGUE, PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA, NOVEMBER 22, 1902

FROM the very beginning our people have markedly combined practical capacity for affairs with power of devotion to an ideal.  The lack of either quality would have rendered the possession of the other of small value.  Mere ability to achieve success in things concerning the body would not have atoned for the failure to live the life of high endeavor; and, on the other hand, without a foundation of those qualities which bring material prosperity there would be nothing on which the higher life could be built.  The men of the Revolution would have failed if they had not possessed alike devotion to liberty and ability (once liberty had been achieved) to show common sense and self restraint in its use.  The men of the great Civil War would have failed had they not possessed the business capacity which developed and organized their resources in addition to the stern resolution to expend these resources as freely as they expended their blood in furtherance of the great cause for which their hearts leaped.  It is this combination of qualities that has made our people succeed.  Other peoples have been as devoted to liberty, and yet, because of lack of hard headed common sense and of ability to show restraint and subordinate individual passions for the general good, have failed so signally in the struggle of life as to become a byword among the nations.  Yet other peoples, again, have possessed all possible thrift and business capacity, but have been trampled under foot, or have played a sordid and ignoble part in the world, because their business capacity was unaccompanied by any of the lift toward nobler things which marks a great and generous nation.  The stern but just rule of judgment for humanity is that each nation shall be known by its fruits; and if there are no fruits, if the nation has failed, it matters but little whether it has failed through meanness of soul or through lack of robustness of character.  We must judge a nation by the net result of its life and activity.  And so we must judge the policies of those who at any time control the destinies of a nation.

Therefore I ask you tonight to look at the results of the policies championed by President McKinley on both the occasions when he appealed to the people for their suffrages, and to see how well that appeal has been justified by the event.  Most certainly I do not claim all the good that has befallen us during the past six years as due solely to any human policy.  No legislation, however wise, no Administration, however efficient, can secure prosperity to a people or greatness to a nation.  All that can be done by the lawmaker and the administrator is to give the best chance possible for the people of the country themselves to show the stuff that is in them.  President McKinley was elected in 1896 on the specific pledge that he would keep the financial honor of the Nation untarnished and would put our economic system on a stable basis, so that our people might be given a chance to secure the return of prosperity.  Both pledges have been so well kept that, as is but too often the case, men are beginning to forget how much the keeping of them has meant.  When people have become very prosperous they tend to become sluggishly indifferent to the continuation of the policies that brought about their prosperity.  At such times as these it is of course a mere law of nature that some men prosper more than others, and too often those who prosper less, in their jealousy of their more fortunate brethren, forget that all have prospered somewhat.  I ask you soberly to remember that the complaint made at the present day of our industrial or economic conditions never takes the form of stating that any of our people are less well off than they were seven or eight years back, before President McKinley came in and his policies had a chance to be applied; but that the complaint is that some people have received more than their share of the good things of the world.  There was no such complaint eight years ago, in the summer of 1894.  Complaint was not then that any one had prospered too much; it was that no one had prospered enough.  Let each one of us think of the affairs of his own household and his own business, let each of us compare his standing now with his standing eight years back, and then let him answer for himself whether it is not true that the policies for which William McKinley stood in 1896 have justified themselves thrice over by the results they have brought about.

In 1900 the issues were in part the same, but new ones had been added.  Prosperity had returned; the gold standard was assured; our tariff was remodeled on the lines that have marked it at all periods when our well being was greatest.  But as must often happen, the President elected on certain issues was obliged to face others entirely unforeseen.  Rarely in deed have our greatest men made issues — they have shown their greatness by meeting them as they arose.  President McKinley faced the problems of the Spanish War and those that followed it exactly as he had faced the problems of our economic and financial needs………..

Thus we have met each task that has confronted us during the past six years.  Thus we have kept every promise made in 1896 and 1900.

We have a right to be proud of the memories of the last six years.  But we must remember that each victory only opens the chance for a new struggle; that the remembrance of triumphs achieved in the past is of use chiefly if it spurs us to fresh effort in the present.  No nation has ever prospered as we are prospering now, and we must see to it that by our own folly we do not mar this prosperity.  Yet we must see to it also that wherever wrong flourishes it be repressed.  It is not the habit of our people to shirk issues, but squarely to face them.  It is not the habit of our people to treat a good record in the past as anything but a reason for expecting an even better record in the present; and no Administration, gentlemen, should ask to be judged save on those lines.  The tremendous growth of our industrialism has brought to the front many problems with which we must deal; and I trust that we shall deal with them along the lines indicated in speech and in action by that profound jurist and upright and fearless public servant who represents Pennsylvania in the Cabinet — Attorney General Knox.  The question of the so called trusts is but one of the questions we must meet in connection with our industrial system.  There are many of them and they are serious; but they can and will be met.  Time may be needed for making the solution perfect; but it is idle to tell this people that we have not the power to solve such a problem as that of exercising adequate supervision over the great industrial combinations of today.  We have the power and we shall find out the way.  We shall not act hastily or recklessly; but we have firmly made up our minds that a solution, and a right solution, shall be found, and found it will be.

No nation as great as ours can expect to escape the penalty of greatness, for greatness does not come without trouble and labor.  There are problems ahead of us at home and problems abroad, because such problems are incident to the working out of a great national career.  We do not shrink from them.  Scant is our patience with those who preach the gospel of craven weakness.  No nation under the sun ever yet played a part worth playing if it feared its fate overmuch — if it did not have the courage to be great.  We of America, we, the sons of a nation yet in the pride of its lusty youth, spurn the teachings of distrust; spurn the creed of failure and despair.  We know that the future is ours if we have in us the manhood to grasp it, and we enter the new century girding our loins for the contest before us, rejoicing in the struggle, and resolute so to bear ourselves that the Nation's future shall even surpass her glorious past.



